WORK EXPERIENCE
Over the past few years Riverside Studios has been able to offer a variety of students Work Experience placements.  We receive anything up to 10 requests a month and give priority to those who have a demonstrable interest in the arts.

The Riverside Trust does NOT operate the television studios within our building and therefore can not offer Work Experience in this area, but Cinema, Theatre, Front of House, Administration, Technical, Maintenance, Marketing or Finance are just a few of our departments which may be able to offer you a placement.  Please make sure that you state on the application form attached exactly what your particular interests are.

After returning your form we will consider your application and may ask you to attend a short interview, when we can show you around Riverside Studios.  Work Placements tend to be organised for a period of one week.  We are NOT able to offer you travel expenses either for your interview, or during any placement that may follow.

During a Work Experience Placement you will be looked after by one of the Management Team at Riverside, but may spend some of your time working with other members of staff, so that you experience the broadest range of tasks involved with running one of London’s busiest arts and media centres.
When you complete the form that is attached please make sure that you answer each of the six main questions with about a paragraph of text.  We want to understand what interests you most so that we are able to place you in the area of our operation which is most likely to suit your skills.  It is important for us to know about your leisure time and achievements to date so that we can produce some kind of timetable during your placement which gives you the broadest insight into what Riverside Studios is all about.

Please return the form, together with any other information that you consider to be relevant, to Judith Murrell, Riverside Studios, Crisp Road, Hammersmith, London W6 9RL.  We would be most interested if you were able to send a copy of your school report, or a reference from a current or previous part-time employer, someone who’s previously offered work experience, a teacher or leisure pursuit manager. 

We have many enquiries concerning Work Experience every month and try to accommodate as many as possible.  We cannot guarantee to offer every applicant a Work Experience Placement within our organisation.

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS
Riverside Studios is a unique arts and media centre on the banks of the Thames in Hammersmith, West London.  It is one of the historic homes of television production in Britain where the BBC made many of the best loved programmes of the 60s and 70s, among them Blue Peter (including the infamous elephant incident), Doctor Who, Hancock’s Half Hour, Z Cars and Play School.   In recent years television production has returned to the building in the form of Chris Evans’ long running TFI Friday and Top of the Pops, and most recently T4 and Popworld on Channel 4 and The Apprentice: You’re Fired on BBC2. Riverside has also been the home to comedy, current affairs shows and sitcoms.

Riverside Studios has been among the most important British venues for contemporary performing arts for over 20 years.  In the past it has played host to some of the great names in international theatre, cinema, dance and visual arts - including Samuel Beckett, Dario Fo, the Maly Theatre of St. Petersburg, the Berliner Ensemble, New York City Ballet and the Wooster Group.  In recent years the Studios has restored some of this tradition by staging productions by Peter Brook, Robert Lepage, Declan Donnellan, Theatre de Complicite, Australia’s Company B and Forced Entertainment.  Despite these illustrious names, Riverside is also a nourishing environment for small-scale actions, the trying of new ideas and for people of all backgrounds.
Riverside is also renowned for its cinema, the only repertory cinema left in London known for its recent releases and repertory double bills, as well as film seasons in conjunction with various embassies and cultural institutes.
The BBC originally created the Studios for television production and the legacy is a series of uniquely flexible ‘black box’-style theatres.  These spaces have always appealed to those with an independent view on the performing arts and a desire for non-traditional settings.  Currently, Studio 2 is the ‘main house’ with Studios 1 and 3 being used for TV.

Since 1996 Riverside has operated on much reduced public subsidy and is now 90% self financed.  Most of its commercial income comes from television production, which adds an unusual but very vibrant atmosphere to the building.  The Trust, nonetheless, remains a not-for-profit charitable trust and all income goes to supporting artistic work and building development.
Riverside Studios also houses the separate company that runs Studios 1 and 3 as TV studios, Riverside TV Studios Limited.  Since it was established in 2000 it has been home to The Poker World Cup, Full on Food, Paul Weller and David Bowie concerts, Question Time and Live at Johnny’s.  More recently productions have included Popworld, Bremner, Bird and Fortune, and Channel 5’s The All Star Talent Show.
Full details can be found on our website at www.riversidestudios.co.uk. 
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